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Important Dates to Remember  
May   26  Memorial Day Ð Schools & Offices Closed 
May   27  Banking Day & Cool Shades Day 
May   28  Strings Concert at 7:00 PM 
Jun    02  Simulated Congressional Hearing for GR 5 
Jun    09  Full day for all students 
Jun    10  Full day for all students 
Jun    11  Students leave at 12:55  PM 
Jun    12  Students Leave at 12:55 PM 
Jun    13  Students Leave at 12:55 PM 
 

PTA Dates to Remember 
May   01Ð29 Walking Program 
May   27  Chick-Fil-A Night 
 

Summer Office Relocation: 
Please note that after June 16 (the last day of school for staff), 
 the front office will be located at Faulkner Ridge Center,  
10598 Marble Faun Court, Columbia, MD 21044.  Our phone  
number will be the same during the summer.  Registration for 
kindergarten and other grades will be on Wednesdays only from  
9:00 AMÐ12:00 PM and from 1:00 PMÐ3:00 PM.  Thank you. 
 

Your Help is Greatly Needed: 
Please spread the word to all families, who have kindergarten  
aged children, that it is very important to register their children 
now.  Our enrollment projections will affect staffing decisions, 
so it is critical that we have accurate counts.  We, of course, 
encourage early registration of our first through fifth grade 
students as well.  Please call the school to make an appointment 
to work with Iris to register your child.  Thanks for your assistance.  
 

Notice:  
If you know that your children will not be returning to Worthington 
Elementary School or their assigned middle school, please  
call Iris at (410) 313Ð2825 or send in a note stating where you will 
be relocating at your earliest convenience.  Please include the 
student(s) name and if possible the name and address of the new 
school.  Thank you. 
 

SoldiersÕ Angels: 
We would like to thank the Worthington community for your 
overwhelming response to the SoldiersÕ Angels drive.  You were so 
generous that we exceeded our goal by 63%.  We need to ask for 
your help one more time.  All of your donations weigh about 450 
lbs.  The flat rate boxes from the post office are small and cost 
$10.95/box.  It is going to cost about $700 dollars to send the 
boxes.  The school does not have those funds for shipping.  We are 
asking for each student to donate, $1.00 or more, to subsidize the 
postage. There was a donation box at the Enrichment Fair on 
Thursday, May 22.   
If you couldnÕt make it to the Fair, please send in your dollar/s to 
Ms. Iris in the front office.  Once again, thank you for your 
continued support with this project.   
Megan and Michael 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Media Shelving Help Needed: 
Do you have one hour to spare in JuneÉ and to spend that  
hour in air-conditioned comfort? 
Our beautiful wooden shelves need backs and alas!É by  
Friday, June 6, we need the tall shelves empty. 
Back to that hourÉ The media center needs some parent  
volunteers to place books in numbered boxes, near the shelves. 
After Friday, June 6, we need help placing the books back on  
the shelves. 
The dates/times available are as follows: 
Tuesday, June 3 and Thursday, June 5: 
9:45Ð10:45, 10:45Ð1145, 1:00Ð2:00, 2:00Ð3:00, 3:00Ð4:00 
 

Monday, June 9 and Wednesday, June 11: 
9:45Ð10:45, 10:45Ð11:45, 1:00Ð2:00, 2:00Ð3:00, 3:00Ð4:00 
 

Thursday, June 12: 
9:45Ð10:45, 10:45Ð11:45 
 

If you can help, please email me:  
(MONICACOOK@hcpss.org) 
You may also call the school, or stop by the media center! 
We need Òone hour of powerÓ for assistance! Thanks for your 
consideration. 
 

dAp Day: 
Thank you to everyone who assisted with dAp Day.  We are  
so fortunate that we were able to reschedule.  It is such a  
wonderful experience for the children and really helps to  
reinforce acceptance and a better understanding of people  
with disabilities.  The PTA did an exceptional job with providing  
both breakfast and lunch for the speakers.  Everyone who  
contributed their time was greatly appreciated. A huge thank  
you goes to Mrs. Gershman and Mrs. Parker for their hard  
work in organizing  dAp Day. 
 

Music Kudos for Three Students: 
Congratulations to Brandon Breazeale, Josh Merrihew, 
and Lily Siuta.  These GR 5 students were selected to 
represent Worthington ES in the 2008 Howard County 
Festival Chorus.  The chorus rehearsed all day on 
Friday and then performed a beautiful concert Friday 
night at Altholton High School.  We are very proud of 
Brandon, Josh, and Lily! 
 

Health Room News: 
Please pick up all medications from the Health Room by  
1:00 PM on June 13, 2008.  Any medication left after that  
time will be destroyed.  Thank you. 
 

School Days in June: 
Please note the changes for school in June, 2008: 
June 09 Full day of school 
June 10 Full day of school 
June 11 All schools close 3 hours early (12:55 PM) 
June 12 All schools close 3 hours early (12:55 PM) 
June 13 Last day of school for students; all schools  

close 3 hours early (12:55 PM) 
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Fifth Grade End of Year Celebration:  
Fifth graders are stepping up to Middle School.  What an  
exciting accomplishment!  We look forward to seeing families  
for the slideshow and awards on Friday, May 30.  Please be  
sure that you have your tickets for admission.   
 
Simulated Congressional Hearings:  
The fifth grade students will show a panel of judges just how  
much they  know about American Government.  To help show  
our support of them, we are asking students and teachers in  
GR KÐ4 to wear red, white, and blue on Monday, June 2.   
Be on the lookout!  Our fifth graders will be dressed very  
professionally for the occasionÐ white shirts with black/navy  
slacks.  We will be having many dignitaries in the building to 
judge our hearings!  We are very excited about our first  
Simulated Congressional Hearing Day! 
 

PTA New s 
PTAÕs Health and Safety Committee: 
The PTAÕs Health and Safety Committee is sponsoring our  
schoolÕs Spring Walking Program.  The Program will be held  
each Thursday in May, ending on May 29.  The Walking  
Program emphasizes nonÐcompetitive ways for students to  
get exercise during recess and get rewarded for participating!  
Walkers will be supervised as they follow a course on the  
lower field.  Awards will be given for both participation and  
distances walked. 

In order for us to provide this program to our children, we need  
volunteers to supervise the walkers.  We are only asking for as  
little as a 30Ðminute commitment to supervise the walkers during  
recess one day a week, for  the next week.  This is not a big  
commitment, and it will allow you to walk with your child or  
just watch them walk in the beautiful spring weather. If you can  
help us provide this opportunity for our children to enjoy the  
Walking Program, once again, please email Derek Robertson at  
drobby1@aol.com. 
 

Tell your children youÕre going to be there and get them excited  
about walking! 
 
Chick-Fil-A Spirit Night! 
Hope everyone is planning to come to the ChickÐFilÐA spirit  
night this coming Tuesday, May 27 from 5:00Ð9:00 PM at the  
Executive Park Dr. restaurant!  Come join us for the last  
ChickÐFilÐA spirit night of the school year!  Your child should  
receive a RED 1/2 sheet of paper in their backpack that must be  
presented at the time of ordering.  Worthington will receive 20%  
profit on all food items sold. This offer applies at the drive thru  
as well!  See you all there! 
 
 

Band Kudos: 
Congratulations to the members of the Worthington band program 
and Mrs. Cherry!  Tuesday night's concert was huge success 
featuring the fabulous fourth and fifth grade bands.  Many thanks 
to Dr. Richard Roberts, Director of Bands at Ellicott Mills Middle 
School for guest conducting the fifth grade students.  
 
Another Big Hi t : 
The Enrichment Fair/Science Fair Night was a huge success! 
Thank you for all the students who contributed wonderful projects 
(GR 2 creatures were fantastic!) and work samples!  We are so 
lucky to have such talented, hardworking students here at 
Worthington Elementary! 
A big thank you also goes to all of our Worthington families 
who supported their children and their work throughout the year! 
Thank you to all the teachers for their instruction and assistance. 
 

Student Council Sponsored Spirit Day: 
Tuesday, May 27 is Cool Shades Day.  Students may come  
to school wearing their sunglasses and looking fabulous! 
(Do not wear the glasses getting off the bus for safety.) 
 
Strings Concert:   
Students in GR 3Ð5 will showcase their musical talent at the 
Spring Concert on Wednesday, May 28.  Performances will be 
held at 3:00 and 7:00 PM under the direction of Ms. Liang. 
 

Lunch/Recess Monitors and Substitutes Needed: 
Contact Katelin at HCPSS at 410Ð313Ð7034 to discuss applying 
to be a Worthington substitute.  Hours are (approximately) 
11:00 AMÐ2:30 PM and pay is $10.50/hr.  Interested persons 
need to obtain an application from Katelin, complete an 
application, have 3 references, and provide a high school or 
college transcript.   When you are approved to be a substitute, 
please let Ms. Kreidler know.  If you would like to be a monitor, 
please call Ms. Kreidler for an interview. 
 
Testing Dates for 2008Ð2009: 
Parents, for your information (and appointment scheduling), the 
proposed testing windows are included below.  As specific dates 
are identified, we will communicate this with you.  Thanks! 
 

GR 3,4 and 5 MSA Reading & Math March 16Ð25 
GR 2   SAT 10 Testing  April 20Ð22 
GR 5  MSA Science  April 22ÐMay 12 
GR KindÐ5 ESOL Testing  April 1Ð30 
  
For Your Information: 
Parents, please make sure your child(ren) do not bring any  
sort of electronics to school.  We cannot be responsible if they  
get lost or broken.  Expensive items like a Game Boy, CD player,  
IPod, etc. should be kept home for safekeeping!  It should also  
be noted that in the future, expensive items of any sort, should  
not be brought to school.  Your attention to this matter is most 
appreciated.  Thank you.   
 
Flag Day: 
Worthington will celebrate Flag Day on Thursday, June 12.  
Students may wear red, white, and blue in honor of our grand old 
flag. 
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"After-hours"  Coming Back Into the Building:   
Parents, please help us by letting your children know  
that they are not permitted to come back into the building 
"after hours" to get forgotten homework.  There is no 
supervision or staff escorts available after hours to return to 
classrooms. Next year classroom doors will be locked, so it 
might be easier for everyone to transition into getting used 
to not coming back for things this year. In addition, on most 
evenings, we are continuing to have repairs and work done 
here at the building.  Even without the repairs, our custodial 
staff is busily preparing the building and cleaning it for the 
next school day.  Thank you for your help with maintaining 
a safe building for all. 

 
 
Early School Closings: 
ItÕs that time of the year when we make sure all of our Early  
Closing forms are upÐtoÐdate.  If changes need to be 
made, please ask your childÕs homeroom teacher for a new 
one.  We would like to suggest the following steps to assist 
you in getting closing information in a timely manner: 

1. Please listen to your local radio or television 
station. 

2. Refer to the Howard County website 
(www.hcpss.org) or Schoolsout.com 

3. https://www.eschoolnewletter.com/emergency.
asp 

 

The information from Howard County Board of Education 
Public Relations Department is released to the local 
schools and media at approximately the same time.  By 
using the above means of communication, you will help 
keep the telephone lines open to answer important 
incoming calls. Your assistance is greatly appreciated.  
Please note that if school closes early, there will be NO 
Columbia Association after school program. 
 

  
 
Carpool Drop-off: 
Please help us by safely dropping off your child in the 
morning in the carpool line by waiting your turn in line, and 
by pulling up parallel to the curb.  A reminder that the 
carpool line is a ÒdropÐoffÓ area, and that students should 
be safely and quickly exiting cars. 
 

If you want to walk your child to the curb or walk your child 
inside, you must park in a parking space.  Thank you for 
your help with this matter! 
 
From the Front Office: 
Phone Messages:  We have been getting phone calls 
from parents who saw the school number on their cell, 
home, or work phone ID systems, and are asking us, ÒWho 
called?Ó  Unless the person who is calling leaves a 
message, it is not possible for us to know who generated 
that call.  We understand with modern technology, parents 
are able to see telephone numbers, and we want to be able 
to accommodate everyone, but we need some assistance.  
Please instruct your children to leave a message when they 
are calling you.  Thank you. 
 
 
  
 

 
Field Trip Release Form: 
There seems to be some confusion in the area of signing out  
students per the use of WorthingtonÕs ÒEarly ReleaseÓ binder,  
in conjunction with the use of this yearÕs new county ÒField Trip  
Release FormÓ.   

To clarify:  

(1) You must always sign out in WorthingtonÕs ÒEarly  
ReleaseÓ binder if you take your child out of school prior  
to dismissal, with the one exception stated in (3). 

 

(2) You must always complete the ÒField Trip Release  
FormÓ if you plan to take your child out of school, before  
dismissal, on return to school from all field trips.  The  
Central Office has requested these new forms be  
completed ahead of the actual field trip, whenever possible. 

 

(3) You must always complete the ÒField Trip Release  
FormÓ if you take your child with you from any field trip  
location / site.  Only then are you permitted to leave  
without having to come back into the school to sign out in  
our ÒEarly ReleaseÓ binder. 

 

(4) You must always come into the school and sign your  
child out in  WorthingtonÕs ÒEarly ReleaseÓ binder, when  
you return to school after all field trips, in addition to  
having completed the ÒField Trip Release FormÓ, which  
ideally should have been completed prior to the actual  
field trip. 

 

If you have any questions, please call the front office, and we  
would be glad to assist in the understanding of the use of this  
new Board of Education field trip form in conjunction with our  
standard signing-out policy. 
 
 
Parents at Lunch Time: 
Worthington is happy to see so many parents having lunch  
with their children during the week.  Please make sure you   
are on time for the lunch shift, especially if you are bringing  
your childÕs lunch.  Also, please do not bring lunch or food  
items for others to share; this includes french fries, etc.   
This is against Howard County Food Policy.  We have to be  
protective of students who have food allergies.  Your  
attention is most appreciated. 
 

  
Important Information:  
Parents, please do not drop off your child prior to 9:05 AM in the  
morning.  There is no supervision before that time. 
 
Safe Walking to and from School:  
Last week it was brought to our attention that some of our  
families are not using the crosswalk and / or the services of  
the crossing guard.  The County has given us a crossing guard  
to help with safety at our busy corner.  The crossing guard said  
that she has spoken to some children, and parents, about the  
importance of crossing at the crosswalk.  Your help with keeping  
all of our students safe is appreciated! 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

While your main goal of distributing a 
newsletter might be to sell your product 
or service, the key to a successful 
newsletter is making it useful to your 
readers. 

A great way to add useful content to this 
newsletter is to develop and write your 

In a few words, it should accurately 
represent the contents of the story and 
draw readers into the story. Develop the 
headline before you write the story. This 
way, the headline will help you keep the 
story focused. 

Examples of possible headlines include 
Product Wins Industry Award, New 
Product Can Save You Time, Membership 
Drive Exceeds Goals, and New Office 
Opens Near You. 

Microsoft includes thousands of clip art 
images from which you can choose and 
import into your newsletter. There are 
also several tools you can use to draw 
shapes and symbols. 

Once you have chosen an image, place it 

4570 Roundhill Road 
Ellicott City, MD  21043 

 
Phone: 

410-313-2825 
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WeÕre on the Web! 

See us at: 

w w w .Example.com 

Your  business 
t agl ine can go 

here. 

HCPSS 

One benefit of using your newsletter as a 
promotional tool is that you can reuse 
content from other marketing materials, 
such as press releases, market studies. 

While your main goal of distributing a 
newsletter might be to sell your product 
or service, the key to a successful 
newsletter is making it useful to your 
readers. 

own articles, or include a calendar of 
upcoming events or a special offer that 
promotes a new product. 

You can also research articles or find 
ÒfillerÓ art icles by accessing the World 
Wide Web. You can write about a variety 
of topics but try to keep your articles 
short. 

 

 

 close to the article. Be sure to place the 
caption of the image near the image. 


